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THE CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER NEEDS YOU!
We are a growing chapter and can use some help from our loyal (and local) Penn State 
Alumni! We are looking for help to expand our outreach to local Penn Staters and to our 
community.  With that in mind, we have several open positions:

1. Scholarship and Student Outreach Director - aid in promoting our raffle ticket 
sales to support our Chapter endowments and to help increase membership among 
recent graduates.

2. Community Services Director - liaison with local non-profits (such as Habitat for 
Humanity and Cradles to Crayons) to create community outreach opportunities for 
chapter members and local Penn Staters.

3. Activities Director - assist the Social Chair in planning monthly events, such as 
networking opportunities and happy hours.

4. Homecoming Parade Director - encourage/coordinate Chapter members to 
march in the PSU Homecoming Parade at University Park.  Chapters are judged on 
costumes and originality and the top 2 winners are awarded monetary prizes to be 
put toward the Chapter Scholarship endowments.

Please consider helping on a committee, coming to our monthly Chapter Board 
Planning meetings (2nd Monday each month for Chapter members) to share your 
thoughts and ideas. YOU are essential to keeping our Chapter moving 
forward to help others in Chester County. Check out our website at  
www.psuchesco.com, by scanning our QR code for more information or by 
contacting our Chapter President, Ann Mau at president@psuchesco.com 
We are also on Facebook at facebook.com/psuchesco. Thank you!

IN THIS ISSUE

PAGE 2  2017-2018 YEAR 
 IN REVIEW

PAGE 3  CHAPTER EXECUTIVE 
 BOARD

PAGE 4  CHAPTER COMMITTEE
 CHAIRS

PAGE 5  CHAPTER BUS TRIPS

PAGE 6  CHAPTER EVENTS

PAGE 8  CHAPTER 
 ENDOWMENTS

PAGE 9  RAFFLE TICKETS

PAGE 10  GIVING BACK

PAGE 11  MEMBERSHIP AND 
 DONATION FORM

https://www.facebook.com/psuchesco/


3CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER                 PENN STATE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 2CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER                 PENN STATE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
www.psuchesco.com • info@psuchesco.com

CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
www.psuchesco.com • info@psuchesco.com

2017-2018 YEAR IN REVIEW
A Message from President Ann Mau

ur 2017-2018 fiscal year 
was a period of growth 
and dynamic change 
for our Chester County 
Chapter. Again the Penn 

State Alumni Association recognized 
us as a Chapter of Distinction at the 
highest rung of achievement, the Elm 
Level. Ours is a select group. Only 18 
out of 300 Chapters nationwide attain 
Elm level status through community 
service, membership, scholarship 
funding, THON, student involvement 
and more. You, our members, enabled 
us to earn this honor!

In August 2017 our chapter kicked off 
the new academic year by hosting our 
38th annual Student Send Off Picnic 
at East Goshen Park in West Chester. 
More than 150 incoming Penn State 
students, their parents and family 
members were welcomed into our 
Penn State family. Our chapter event 
volunteers put up tents, decorated our 
park pavilion blue and white, grilled 
burgers for our barbeque and scooped 
Creamery ice cream for dessert. Green 
salads, fresh fruit and watermelon 
made for a healthy buffet. Incoming 
students as well as their parents and 
family members were given practical 
orientation pointers about Move In 
Day, meal plans and Career Services 
from both upperclassmen and parents 
of current students. After a student 
group photo, our Nittany Lion mascot 
posed with families for individual 
photos while our Alumni Blue Band 
played fight songs and concluded with 
all of us singing our alma mater.

During football season our chapter 
sponsored bus trips leaving from the 
Great Valley campus in Malvern to 
all Big Ten home games. For away 
games—and our January Fiesta Bowl 
game—we organized TV tailgate 
watching events at local restaurants. 

As an alumni service we have a 
Ticket Exchange on our website 
(www.psuchesco.com) to match those 
seeking tickets with those wishing to 
sell tickets. Our chapter marched in 
the annual Homecoming Parade in 
State College. And in December we 
sponsored a bus trip to New York City.

Our annual Volunteer Award Dinner 
was held at General Warren Inne in 
Malvern on December 11, 2017. The 
keynote speaker was former Alumni 
Association Director Roger Williams 
who presented on Evan Pugh and 
Penn State’s founding. I had the 
honor of presenting our Chapter’s 
2017 Volunteer of the Year Award to 
Kyle Peoples to recognize his work 
as our social chair. For several years 
Kyle has directed our Student Send 
Off Picnic by coordinating all of the 
arrangements and food. Our Phillies 
Fireworks game and Victory Brewing 
Company tour and tastings were 
arranged by Kyle. 

Commitment to community service is 
a hallmark of our chapter. Our alumni 
volunteered at Cradles to Crayons 
in Conshohocken to help children 
living in low income and homeless 
situations. We worked at Habitat 
for Humanity of Chester County in 
Coatesville on new housing benefiting 
local families. And we help our own 
struggling students by collecting non- 
perishable food items to replenish the 
Food Pantry at Brandywine campus.

Four (4) Chester County sponsored 
scholarships are the result of the 
generosity of you, our alumni 
members: Chester County Trustee 
Matching Scholarship; Chester 
County Endowment for Cultural 
Arts and Community Events at Penn 
State Great Valley; Chester County 
Chapter’s Endowed Scholarship at 

Penn State Brandywine; as well as our 
newest scholarship, the Chester County 
Open Door Scholarship. 

Quarterly networking/social events are 
sponsored throughout Chester County 
to connect our alumni. Whether you 
live or work in Chester County, these 
gatherings promote alumni interaction. 
Last year a guided tour of Victory 
Brewing Company in Downingtown 
followed by tastings was our spring 
networking event.

Our chapter reserves tickets for the 
annual Phillies Fireworks game at 
Citizens Bank Park. This year’s game is 
Saturday night June 30, 2018 against the 
Washington Nationals followed by the 
Xfinity fireworks show.

Our chapter leadership works regularly 
with other Penn State Alumni 
chapters to exchange ideas and 
promote joint projects. Our launch and 
implementation of the Tassl app will 
expedite and simplify alumni electronic 
payments for Chapter membership 
dues, football bus trips and other events.

Our Board has planning meetings on the 
second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. 
for Chapter Members at the Krapf Alumni 
House on the Great Valley campus in 
Malvern. Come to add your input, energy 
and ideas to enrich our Chapter.

View our website at www.psuchesco.com 
and our Facebook page at 
facebook.com/psuchesco to keep 
abreast of announcements for 
upcoming events.

Wishing All Penn 
Staters a relaxing 
and safe summer!

Ann Mau, ’76 
Chapter President 
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Meet Our Chapter Executive Board

CHAPTER MISSION:

The mission of the Chester 
County Chapter of the Penn State 
Alumni Association is to promote 
the interests and welfare of the 
Pennsylvania State University. The
Chapter is organized exclusively 
for social, cultural, charitable and 
education purposes for the benefit 
of Penn State Alumni and friends.

BENEFITS OF CHAPTER 
MEMBERSHIP:

• Advance notice of Chapter events, such as 
our Football Bus Trips

• Networking with other local Penn State 
Alumni

• Access to our Chapter LinkedIn page
• Monthly happy hour/networking meetings
• Supporting Penn State students through 

our Chapter Endowed Scholarships
• Supporting our community through our 

Chapter Endowment for events at Penn 
State Great Valley

• Supporting the Penn State Alumni 
Association by being involved in your 
local Chapter

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
Ann Mau, ’76, President
Al Infante, ’96, Vice President
Randy Ferree, ’74, Recording Secretary
Ed MacDonald, ’01, Treasurer

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Celeste Alfieri, ‘76, NYC Bus Trip Coordinator
Bob Bauman, Chapter Photographer
Audra Burbank, ’88, Football Bus Trip 
 Coordinator
Joe Henry, ’15, Webmaster
Kyle Peoples, ’06, Social Chair
Tracy Riegel, ’85, Communications Chair
Heather Wolfe, ’14, Social Media and Email 
 Communications Chair

Ann Mau, ’76, President
Ann graduated from Penn State magna cum laude and 
Phi Beta Kappa in 1976 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Economics and Political Science. She was President of the 
Economics club. Ann went to Villanova Law School and 
graduated with a Juris Doctor degree in 1979. Ann is a trial 
attorney specializing in product liability and motor vehicle 

litigation. Her Chapter involvement has been co-chairing our Sendoff Picnic, 
planning events and volunteering at Cradles to Crayons as well as Habitat 
for Humanity. We hear she has become very good at painting ceilings! As 
President of our Chapter since 2013, Ann is interested in expanding our social 
networking and fundraising events. In 2016, Ann was presented with our 
Chapter’s Volunteer of the Year Award! Our thanks to Ann for her leadership!

Al Infante, ’96, Vice President 
Al is a 1996 Penn State graduate with a BS in Economics and 
is a Financial Advisor. He is also a Navy veteran. Al resides 
with in Malvern with his family. His daughter is also a Penn 
Stater! Al has represented the Chapter at the Senior Sendoff 
at UPark, organizes our Social/Networking events and our 
Annual December Chapter Dinner. Al previously served as 

our Chapter Recording Secretary and is now Vice President. His goal for the 
Chapter is to increase participation at events and have more people come to 
Social/Networking events.

Randy Ferree, ’74, Recording Secretary 
Randy is a multi-campus Penn Stater. He studied for 2 
years at the York Campus and finished at University Park 
graduating in 1974 with a BS in Electrical Engineering. While 
at UPark, Randy was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity. 
His daughter Leslie is a 1998 PSU grad. Randy is a retired 
Engineer from GE. He and his wife Peg are longtime Football 

season ticket holders and really do bleed blue and white! Randy has previously 
served as the Chapter’s Treasurer and currently is our Recording Secretary. In 
2012 he was awarded our Chapter Volunteer of the Year!

Ed MacDonald, ’01, Treasurer 
Ed has been serving as Chapter Treasurer for the last eight 
years. Ed is a 2001 Information Science graduate and works 
in IT Project Management at Vanguard. He is a Navy 
veteran. Ed has been hosting our Football Bus Trips and is a 
regular at our TV Tailgates when not attending the games. 
His daughter Erin received her Penn State degree in Nursing 

in 2012 and his daughter Mary Kate graduated from the Schreyer Honors 
College with a degree in Business Administration last year and now works at 
Vanguard. Ed is our 2015 Volunteer Award recipient.
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Recording Secretary
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Ed MacDonald
Treasurer

Ed has been serving as Chapter Treasurer for the last 8 years. Ed is a 2001 
Information Science graduate and works in IT Project Management at 
Vanguard. He is a Navy veteran. Ed has been hosting our Football Bus Trips 
and is a regular at our TV Tailgates when not attending the games. His 
daughter Erin received her Penn State degree in Nursing in 2012 and his 
daughter MaryKate is currently at  Penn State in the Smeal College of 
Business. Ed is our 2015 Volunteer Award recipient.  

David Hoffritz
President Emeritus

Dave serves the Chapter as President Emeritus. He has served as President of the Chapter three 
times: from 2000 to 2003; 2006 to 2009; 2011 to 2013. Each time Dave has devoted his efforts to 
increase scholarships and create endowments for future benefits of Penn State students from Chester 
County and the Chester County community at large. While serving as Chapter President, Dave has 
attended and was a presenter at Alumni Leadership Conferences, participated in local workshops 
with other Alumni Chapter leaders, organized programs for our membership and the overall 
community, worked hard to increase our raffle sales to benefit our service projects and endowments.  
In 2012 Dave brought the very successful “The Joe We Know” film and speakers to our members. As 
President Emeritus, Dave is an advisor to the Executive Board and the Chapter.

Florence takes care of sending out our Chapter email communication to keep 
our members updated on all Chapter events.  In addition, Florence updates 
the membership on local Penn State events such as sports and other PSU 
Chapter’s events.  She is a ’65 Secondary Business Education Penn State 
graduate. Florence is a former Business teacher and worked in Data 
Processing for a local school district prior to retiring and becoming active 
with the Chapter. In 2016, Florence was presented with our Chapter’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award for her many years of service. Thank you 
Florence for your time and dedication to our Chapter! Florence Hoffritz

Corresponding Secretary
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Celeste Alfieri, ‘76, NYC Bus Trip Coordinator 
If you have been on one of our New York Bus Trips, then you know Celeste Alfieri. Celeste is one of 
the founding members of our Chapter. She has been active ever since. In 2006, Celeste was given 
our Volunteer Award. In addition to running our NY bus trips since their inception, Celeste heads 
our Sendoff Picnic Decoration Committee. Her input to our Chapter is valuable and essential. She is 
recently retired as a Guidance Counselor from the Downingtown School District.

Audra Burbank, ’88, Football Bus Trip Coordinator
Audra Burbank is a 1988 PSU graduate with her Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering and a 
Master’s degree of the same from Purdue.  PSU, however, is her true love. She was a sister in the Kappa 
Phi Club and member of various Engineering organizations. Audra and her husband Steve relocated 
to Chester County in 2004 from New Jersey where she served for 10 years on the Central New Jersey 
Chapter as Treasurer and general board member.  She first joined Chester County Chapter Board in 

2004 and served until 2010 primarily organizing TV tailgate parties and other social events. She has now returned to the 
board in 2017 and coordinates registration and communications for the Football Bus Trips. Audra spends her work time 
at DLL Financial Services as a director of the IT Project Management Office.

Joe Henry, ’15, Webmaster
Joe is a 2015 graduate of the Penn State Great Valley School of Graduate Professional Studies with 
a Software Engineering degree. He is currently a senior software engineer at Main Line Health in 
Berwyn. Joe resides in West Bradford with his wife and two teenage daughters. Joe serves as our chief 
technologist including the website and our Tassl site. He is a regular on our football bus trips and local 
tailgates with his neighbors. 

Kyle Peoples, ’06, Social Chair
Kyle Peoples is a 2006 PSU grad with a degree in History and a minor in Political Science. He is 
our Chairperson of the Sendoff Picnic and other Chapter Social Events. We thank him so much 
for stepping up and taking on this most important job. When Kyle contacts you to help, please say 
YES! Kyle and his wife Sopheara have a beautiful son named Lincoln. In his spare time, Kyle enjoys 
traveling to exotic places, meeting interesting people and trying new foods. Kyle works in Regulatory 

Affairs for Janssen Research & Development–a division of Johnson & Johnson.

Tracy Riegel, ’85, Communications Chair 
Tracy Riegel, ’85 H&HD, is the Chapter’s Communication Chair. Tracy handles the publication of the 
newsletter, maintains the Chapter database and written correspondence. Tracy’s husband Rick, their 
parents and their 3 daughters are Penn Stater’s. Tracy has volunteered as a Parent Speaker at our Sendoff 
Picnic. In 2011, Tracy was named the inaugural Chair of the Penn State Parents Council. She was also 
selected as the inaugural Chair of the Schreyer Honors College Parent Council. Tracy is also a member 

of the Schreyer Honors College External Advisory Board which supports the mission of the College. In June 2016, Tracy 
was elected to serve on the Penn State Alumni Association Alumni Council. We are thrilled to have Tracy on our Board!

Heather Wolfe, ’14, Social Media and Email Communications Chair 
Heather Wolfe, ’14, graduated from Penn State with her Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training. 
During her time at Penn State she served as Treasurer of the Student Athletic Training Club and 
Vice-President/Events Chair of the 2014 Senior Class Gift Committee. Heather was also involved in 
THON and the Women’s Leadership Initiative. She began helping with social media for the Chapter 
when she moved back to Chester County after earning her Master of Science in Athletic Training from 

the University of Kentucky in 2016. She is currently employed as an Assistant Athletic Trainer at Lincoln University in 
Oxford, PA. In June 2017, Heather was elected to serve on the Penn State Alumni Association Alumni Council. Thank 
you Heather!
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Additional Chapter Board Members

Adam Werner is our Webmaster. He graduated in 1988 with a degree in Engineering Science 
& Mechanics.  Adam is an Internet/Software Developer. He handles all of our IT aspects, sets 
up our Facebook and Twitter pages, updates our Website and coordinates all of our electronic 
correspondence.  Adam was the recipient of our 2011 Volunteer Award. Adam also served as 
our Chapter Treasurer for a few years. His wife Sarah, also a Penn State alum, served as our 
secretary several years ago.  Sarah & Adam have 2 children who are active in sports and, 
hopefully, will be future Nittany Lions.  

If you have been on one of our New York Bus Trips, then you know Celeste Alfieri. Celeste is 
one of the founding members of our Chapter.  She has been active ever since.  In 2006, Celeste 
was given our Volunteer Award. In addition to running our NY bus trips since its inception, 
Celeste heads our Sendoff Picnic Decoration Committee. She also serves on the Board of the 
Penn State Great Valley Alumni Society. Celeste’s input to our Chapter is valuable and essential. 
She is recently retired as a Guidance Counselor from the Downingtown School District. 

Thom & Irene Clapper are long-term members of our Board. They chaired our Sendoff Picnic 
for several years and took it to new heights. They were able to increase the number of door 
prizes for students and handled all aspects of the picnic with confidence and organization. 
Thom & Irene march with the Chapter in the Homecoming Parade and contribute to the well 
being of the Chapter at all levels. Thom is a 1965 Penn State graduate; Irene is a Purdue grad 
but she does consider herself a full-fledged Nittany Lion. Thom and Irene are retired teachers 
from the Great Valley School District. In 2009, Thom & Irene received our Volunteer Award for 
Outstanding Service to our Chapter.

Amy Balog is the Community Service Chairperson for our Chapter.  It is Amy who sets up and 
participates in our Cradles to Crayons and Habitat for Humanity projects, among others. Amy has a 
2001 BS in Environmental Science and a 2003 MS in Environmental Pollution Control from PSU. 
While at Penn State,  she was on the Crew Team. Amy works for the US Navy as an Environmental 
Engineer. Her job includes writing environmental regulations for the Navy and training sailors on 
various HAZMAT topics.  Amy and family members are regulars on our New York and 
Homecoming bus trips.  We are so pleased that Amy is part of our Chapter! 

Kyle Peoples is a 2006 PSU grad with a degree in History and a minor in Political Science. He is our  
Chairperson of the Sendoff Picnic and other Chapter Social Events.  We thank him so much for 
stepping up and taking on this most important job. When Kyle contacts you to help, please say YES! 
Kyle and his wife Sopheara have a beautiful son named Lincoln. In his spare time, Kyle enjoys 
traveling to exotic places, meeting interesting people and trying new foods. Kyle works in 
Regulatory Affairs for Janssen Research & Development--a division of Johnson & Johnson. 

Tracy Riegel, ’85 H&HD, is the Chapter’s Communication Chair. Tracy handles the publication of 
the newsletter, maintains the Chapter database and written correspondence. Tracy’s husband 
Rick, their parents and their 3 daughters are Penn Stater’s. Tracy has volunteered as a Parent 
Speaker at our Sendoff Picnic. In 2011, Tracy was named the inaugural Chair of the Penn State 
Parents Council. She was also selected as the inaugural Chair of the Schreyer Honors College 
Parent Council. Tracy is also a member of the Schreyer Honors College External Advisory Board 
which supports the mission of the College. In June 2016, Tracy was elected to serve on the Penn 
State Alumni Association Alumni Council. We are thrilled to have Tracy on our Board!

Heather Wolfe, ’14, graduated from Penn State with her Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training. 
During her time at Penn State she served as Treasurer of the Student Athletic Training Club and 
Vice-President/Events Chair of the 2014 Senior Class Gift Committee. Heather was also involved 
in THON and the Women’s Leadership Initiative. She recently began helping with the social 
media needs of the Chapter when she moved back to Chester County after earning her Master of 
Science in Athletic Training from the University of Kentucky in 2016. She is currently employed as 
an Assistant Athletic Trainer at Lincoln University in Oxford, PA. In June 2017, Heather was 
elected to serve on the Penn State Alumni Association Alumni Council.  Thank you Heather! 
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Additional Chapter Board Members

Adam Werner is our Webmaster. He graduated in 1988 with a degree in Engineering Science 
& Mechanics.  Adam is an Internet/Software Developer. He handles all of our IT aspects, sets 
up our Facebook and Twitter pages, updates our Website and coordinates all of our electronic 
correspondence.  Adam was the recipient of our 2011 Volunteer Award. Adam also served as 
our Chapter Treasurer for a few years. His wife Sarah, also a Penn State alum, served as our 
secretary several years ago.  Sarah & Adam have 2 children who are active in sports and, 
hopefully, will be future Nittany Lions.  

If you have been on one of our New York Bus Trips, then you know Celeste Alfieri. Celeste is 
one of the founding members of our Chapter.  She has been active ever since.  In 2006, Celeste 
was given our Volunteer Award. In addition to running our NY bus trips since its inception, 
Celeste heads our Sendoff Picnic Decoration Committee. She also serves on the Board of the 
Penn State Great Valley Alumni Society. Celeste’s input to our Chapter is valuable and essential. 
She is recently retired as a Guidance Counselor from the Downingtown School District. 

Thom & Irene Clapper are long-term members of our Board. They chaired our Sendoff Picnic 
for several years and took it to new heights. They were able to increase the number of door 
prizes for students and handled all aspects of the picnic with confidence and organization. 
Thom & Irene march with the Chapter in the Homecoming Parade and contribute to the well 
being of the Chapter at all levels. Thom is a 1965 Penn State graduate; Irene is a Purdue grad 
but she does consider herself a full-fledged Nittany Lion. Thom and Irene are retired teachers 
from the Great Valley School District. In 2009, Thom & Irene received our Volunteer Award for 
Outstanding Service to our Chapter.

Amy Balog is the Community Service Chairperson for our Chapter.  It is Amy who sets up and 
participates in our Cradles to Crayons and Habitat for Humanity projects, among others. Amy has a 
2001 BS in Environmental Science and a 2003 MS in Environmental Pollution Control from PSU. 
While at Penn State,  she was on the Crew Team. Amy works for the US Navy as an Environmental 
Engineer. Her job includes writing environmental regulations for the Navy and training sailors on 
various HAZMAT topics.  Amy and family members are regulars on our New York and 
Homecoming bus trips.  We are so pleased that Amy is part of our Chapter! 

Kyle Peoples is a 2006 PSU grad with a degree in History and a minor in Political Science. He is our  
Chairperson of the Sendoff Picnic and other Chapter Social Events.  We thank him so much for 
stepping up and taking on this most important job. When Kyle contacts you to help, please say YES! 
Kyle and his wife Sopheara have a beautiful son named Lincoln. In his spare time, Kyle enjoys 
traveling to exotic places, meeting interesting people and trying new foods. Kyle works in 
Regulatory Affairs for Janssen Research & Development--a division of Johnson & Johnson. 

Tracy Riegel, ’85 H&HD, is the Chapter’s Communication Chair. Tracy handles the publication of 
the newsletter, maintains the Chapter database and written correspondence. Tracy’s husband 
Rick, their parents and their 3 daughters are Penn Stater’s. Tracy has volunteered as a Parent 
Speaker at our Sendoff Picnic. In 2011, Tracy was named the inaugural Chair of the Penn State 
Parents Council. She was also selected as the inaugural Chair of the Schreyer Honors College 
Parent Council. Tracy is also a member of the Schreyer Honors College External Advisory Board 
which supports the mission of the College. In June 2016, Tracy was elected to serve on the Penn 
State Alumni Association Alumni Council. We are thrilled to have Tracy on our Board!

Heather Wolfe, ’14, graduated from Penn State with her Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training. 
During her time at Penn State she served as Treasurer of the Student Athletic Training Club and 
Vice-President/Events Chair of the 2014 Senior Class Gift Committee. Heather was also involved 
in THON and the Women’s Leadership Initiative. She recently began helping with the social 
media needs of the Chapter when she moved back to Chester County after earning her Master of 
Science in Athletic Training from the University of Kentucky in 2016. She is currently employed as 
an Assistant Athletic Trainer at Lincoln University in Oxford, PA. In June 2017, Heather was 
elected to serve on the Penn State Alumni Association Alumni Council.  Thank you Heather! 

www.psuchesco.com Chester County Chapter Newsletter info@psuchesco.com

Chester County Chapter - Penn State Alumni Association  4

Additional Chapter Board Members

Adam Werner is our Webmaster. He graduated in 1988 with a degree in Engineering Science 
& Mechanics.  Adam is an Internet/Software Developer. He handles all of our IT aspects, sets 
up our Facebook and Twitter pages, updates our Website and coordinates all of our electronic 
correspondence.  Adam was the recipient of our 2011 Volunteer Award. Adam also served as 
our Chapter Treasurer for a few years. His wife Sarah, also a Penn State alum, served as our 
secretary several years ago.  Sarah & Adam have 2 children who are active in sports and, 
hopefully, will be future Nittany Lions.  

If you have been on one of our New York Bus Trips, then you know Celeste Alfieri. Celeste is 
one of the founding members of our Chapter.  She has been active ever since.  In 2006, Celeste 
was given our Volunteer Award. In addition to running our NY bus trips since its inception, 
Celeste heads our Sendoff Picnic Decoration Committee. She also serves on the Board of the 
Penn State Great Valley Alumni Society. Celeste’s input to our Chapter is valuable and essential. 
She is recently retired as a Guidance Counselor from the Downingtown School District. 

Thom & Irene Clapper are long-term members of our Board. They chaired our Sendoff Picnic 
for several years and took it to new heights. They were able to increase the number of door 
prizes for students and handled all aspects of the picnic with confidence and organization. 
Thom & Irene march with the Chapter in the Homecoming Parade and contribute to the well 
being of the Chapter at all levels. Thom is a 1965 Penn State graduate; Irene is a Purdue grad 
but she does consider herself a full-fledged Nittany Lion. Thom and Irene are retired teachers 
from the Great Valley School District. In 2009, Thom & Irene received our Volunteer Award for 
Outstanding Service to our Chapter.

Amy Balog is the Community Service Chairperson for our Chapter.  It is Amy who sets up and 
participates in our Cradles to Crayons and Habitat for Humanity projects, among others. Amy has a 
2001 BS in Environmental Science and a 2003 MS in Environmental Pollution Control from PSU. 
While at Penn State,  she was on the Crew Team. Amy works for the US Navy as an Environmental 
Engineer. Her job includes writing environmental regulations for the Navy and training sailors on 
various HAZMAT topics.  Amy and family members are regulars on our New York and 
Homecoming bus trips.  We are so pleased that Amy is part of our Chapter! 

Kyle Peoples is a 2006 PSU grad with a degree in History and a minor in Political Science. He is our  
Chairperson of the Sendoff Picnic and other Chapter Social Events.  We thank him so much for 
stepping up and taking on this most important job. When Kyle contacts you to help, please say YES! 
Kyle and his wife Sopheara have a beautiful son named Lincoln. In his spare time, Kyle enjoys 
traveling to exotic places, meeting interesting people and trying new foods. Kyle works in 
Regulatory Affairs for Janssen Research & Development--a division of Johnson & Johnson. 

Tracy Riegel, ’85 H&HD, is the Chapter’s Communication Chair. Tracy handles the publication of 
the newsletter, maintains the Chapter database and written correspondence. Tracy’s husband 
Rick, their parents and their 3 daughters are Penn Stater’s. Tracy has volunteered as a Parent 
Speaker at our Sendoff Picnic. In 2011, Tracy was named the inaugural Chair of the Penn State 
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Parent Council. Tracy is also a member of the Schreyer Honors College External Advisory Board 
which supports the mission of the College. In June 2016, Tracy was elected to serve on the Penn 
State Alumni Association Alumni Council. We are thrilled to have Tracy on our Board!

Heather Wolfe, ’14, graduated from Penn State with her Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training. 
During her time at Penn State she served as Treasurer of the Student Athletic Training Club and 
Vice-President/Events Chair of the 2014 Senior Class Gift Committee. Heather was also involved 
in THON and the Women’s Leadership Initiative. She recently began helping with the social 
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CHAPTER BUS TRIPS
Football and New York City

FOOTBALL BUS TRIPS

The Chapter has coach buses reserved for all Big10 Home Games. The cost 
per person is $55.

As in previous years, our Football Bus trips are open to Chapter and non-
Chapter members. All trips are for the bus only and do not include a football 
game ticket. You may bring your own food and beverages but please, no glass 
containers. Departure is from the Penn State Great Valley Campus in Malvern 
and times will be determined by the kick-off time of the game. All those who 
are registered for each trip will be notified via email of departure times and 
trip specifics.

September 29 PSU v Ohio State  Game time: TBA
October 13 PSU v Michigan State  Game time:  3:30pm
October 27 PSU v Iowa   Game time: TBA
November 10 PSU v Wisconsin  Game time: TBA
November 24 PSU v Maryland  Game time: TBA

NEW YORK CITY BUS TRIPS

The New York City bus trip includes round trip transportation and 
refreshments on the bus. Guests will have the day in New York City for 
shopping, sight-seeing, lunch and dinner.

Date:  Saturday, December 1, 2018
Pick up/Drop off:  Penn State Great Valley Campus
Departure to NYC:  7:15 a.m. (Please arrive by 7:00 a.m.) 
Departure from NYC:  7:00 p.m. (Please arrive to the pre-arranged 
 meeting location by 6:45 p.m.)

Cost:  $60 per person

Sign up online at www.psuchesco.com/events-and-activities
Seating is limited so sign up today!

CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER - PENN STATE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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Outstanding Service to our Chapter.
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2001 BS in Environmental Science and a 2003 MS in Environmental Pollution Control from PSU. 
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Engineer. Her job includes writing environmental regulations for the Navy and training sailors on 
various HAZMAT topics.  Amy and family members are regulars on our New York and 
Homecoming bus trips.  We are so pleased that Amy is part of our Chapter! 
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stepping up and taking on this most important job. When Kyle contacts you to help, please say YES! 
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the newsletter, maintains the Chapter database and written correspondence. Tracy’s husband 
Rick, their parents and their 3 daughters are Penn Stater’s. Tracy has volunteered as a Parent 
Speaker at our Sendoff Picnic. In 2011, Tracy was named the inaugural Chair of the Penn State 
Parents Council. She was also selected as the inaugural Chair of the Schreyer Honors College 
Parent Council. Tracy is also a member of the Schreyer Honors College External Advisory Board 
which supports the mission of the College. In June 2016, Tracy was elected to serve on the Penn 
State Alumni Association Alumni Council. We are thrilled to have Tracy on our Board!

Heather Wolfe, ’14, graduated from Penn State with her Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training. 
During her time at Penn State she served as Treasurer of the Student Athletic Training Club and 
Vice-President/Events Chair of the 2014 Senior Class Gift Committee. Heather was also involved 
in THON and the Women’s Leadership Initiative. She recently began helping with the social 
media needs of the Chapter when she moved back to Chester County after earning her Master of 
Science in Athletic Training from the University of Kentucky in 2016. She is currently employed as 
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NEW THIS YEAR!
ALL BUS TRIP RESERVATIONS 

MUST BE MADE AND PAID 
FOR ONLINE ON OUR 

CHAPTER WEBSITE  
WWW.PSUCHESCO.COM/
EVENTS-AND-ACTIVITIES 

We will no longer accept 
checks for payment and all 
seats must be reserved in 
advance. Payment will not 
be accepted the day of the 
trip. Once the bus is filled 
registration will be closed. 

NO REFUNDS.

www.psuchesco.com/events-and-activities


7CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER                 PENN STATE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 6CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER                 PENN STATE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
www.psuchesco.com • info@psuchesco.com

CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
www.psuchesco.com • info@psuchesco.com

CHAPTER VOLUNTEER AWARDS DINNER
On December 11th, 46 Penn Staters attended the Annual Recognition and Scholarship Dinner held at the General 
Warren Inne.

This year we were pleased to have Roger Williams as our Keynote Speaker. Roger served as Associate Vice President and 
Executive Director of the Penn State Alumni Association from 2003-2015.

During the sold-out event, Roger spoke about his book, “Evan Pugh's Penn State: America's Model Agricultural College” 
which offers an insightful look into Pugh’s early life as an agricultural chemist and his determination for developing the 
“best agricultural college in the world.”

Through the generosity of those in attendance, we were able to collect two full boxes of unwrapped toys for the Chester 
County Toys for Tots program.

The evening also included the presentation of the 2017 Volunteer of the Year to Kyle Peoples. 

Kyle Peoples is the very deserving recipient of our Chapter’s 2017 Volunteer of 
the Year Award. A native of the Philadelphia area, Kyle grew up in Cheltenham 
and graduated from Cheltenham High School. In 2006 Kyle earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in History with a minor in Political Science from Penn State. He went on 
to earn a Master’s degree in Government Affairs from Villanova University. Now 
Kyle works in Regulatory Affairs for Janssen Research and Development - a 
division of Johnson and Johnson - where he travels internationally working on 
AIDS prevention and research.

As our chapter’s social chairperson, Kyle is director of our Student Sendoff 
Picnic each year and organizes our social events. A guided tour of Victory Brewing 
Company in Downingtown followed by tastings and buffet food was done last year. Our 
annual December dinner at General Warren Inne in Malvern and our Phillies Fireworks 
game at Citizens Bank Park were organized by Kyle.

Kyle and his wife Sopheara have a two year old son, Lincoln, whom they hope will 
become a future Penn Stater. 

CHAPTER EVENTS

STUDENT SEND-OFF PICNIC
What a perfect day for a picnic!

On Sunday, August 6th, under a gorgeous blue and white sky and with our Blue Band playing our Alma Mater, we 
welcomed over 30 incoming students along with their parents into our PSU family as part of our 38th Annual Chester 
County Penn State Alumni Association Send-off Picnic.

The incoming students and their parents were able to ask questions of current students and parents, enjoy food and for 
some, even got their first taste of Penn State Creamery Ice-Cream!

The Nittany Lion was on hand for photos and all the students left with some pretty 
cool door prizes.

All of this of course, could not have been done without our dedicated volunteers! 
From the food and ice-cream servers, to all the members of the Blue Band and 
everyone who organized the student registration and speakers, to our beloved 
Nittany Lion and to everyone who made the entire day, from setup to breakdown 
go so smoothly – we thank you!!

FOOTBALL WATCHING PARTIES
Our Chapter hosted watch parties for all of the away football games 
this past fall at PJ Whelihan’s and Locust Lane Brewery both in 
Malvern. Our plan for 2018 is to continue this tradition so please 
watch for our Chapter email in your inbox or check out our website 
at www.psuchesco.com/events-and-activities for dates, times and 
locations!

CHAPTER EVENTS

www.psuchesco.com/events-and-activities
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RAFFLE TICKETS

FOOTBALL TICKET RAFFLE
One again, our Chapter Football Ticket Raffle sale proceeds benefit our 
Scholarship Endowments. Through your generosity in purchasing tickets 
for our raffle, our Chapter now has FOUR endowments: three provide tuition 
assistance and one to support community events at Penn State Great Valley. 
Please consider purchasing raffle tickets to support Penn State students.

Our annual Football raffle will be for 2 tickets for each 2018 Penn State home 
game. All tickets are $5 each and the drawing will be held at our Chapter 
meeting on Monday, August 20, 2018.  Winners need not be present to win.

Akron - September 1
Kent State - September 15
Ohio State - September 29
Michigan State - October 13
Iowa - October 27
Wisconsin - November 10
Maryland - November 24

NEW IN 2018! 
We have enclosed raffle tickets below—to purchase, simply complete 

the stub and mail it along with your payment to 
PSU CCC, 30 E. Swedesford Rd., Malvern, PA 19355.  

Or visit www.psuchesco.com/events-and-activities to purchase online.

SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE TICKET
Our annual Scholarship Raffle 
ticket sales support our Chapter’s 
commitment to our four endowments. 
Please consider purchasing raffle 
tickets to support Penn State students 
and for a chance to win fabulous gift 
cards and prizes. Drawing will occur 
at the Volunteer Awards Dinner on 
Monday, December 10, 2018.

NEED MORE TICKETS? JUST COPY THIS PAGE.

SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE TICKET
$5 per raffle ticket

NAME: 

EMAIL: 

PHONE: 

SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE TICKET
$5 per raffle ticket

NAME: 

EMAIL: 

PHONE: 

SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE TICKET
$5 per raffle ticket

NAME: 

EMAIL: 

PHONE: 

FOOTBALL RAFFLE TICKET
$5 per raffle ticket

NAME: 

EMAIL: 

PHONE: 

FOOTBALL RAFFLE TICKET
$5 per raffle ticket

NAME: 

EMAIL: 

PHONE: 

FOOTBALL RAFFLE TICKET
$5 per raffle ticket

NAME: 

EMAIL: 

PHONE: 

FOOTBALL RAFFLE TICKET
$5 per raffle ticket

NAME: 

EMAIL: 

PHONE: 

CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENTS

Our Chapter is proud to have three 
funded Endowments that provide 
scholarships to Penn State students 
with demonstrated financial need. 
In addition, our Chapter has also 
created an endowment for cultural 
arts and community events at Penn 
State Great Valley. All proceeds 
from our football and scholarship 
raffle ticket sales, football bus trips, 
donations to our Chapter General 
Scholarship Fund and $5 from 
Chapter membership dues are used 
to fund our Endowments. 

CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER 
TRUSTEE SCHOLARSHIP
Date of Endowment: 2011

The purpose of this scholarship is 
to provide financial assistance to 
undergraduate students enrolled 
or planning to enroll at The 
Pennsylvania State University who 
have a demonstrated financial need 
for funds to meet their necessary 
college expenses. The Office of 
Student Aid is responsible for 
identifying the eligible pool of 
students. First preference shall be 
given to students from the eligible 
pool whose home address of record 
is in Chester County, PA. Each 
scholarship shall be awarded for one 
academic year and may be renewed 
for subsequent years providing the 
recipient continues to meet the 
conditions of eligibility and funds are 
available.

2017-18 Student Beneficiaries
Madison S., ’18 majoring in Labor  
and Employment Relations $3244

Gabriel T., ’21 
majoring in Engineering $1622

Samantha G., ’18 majoring in 
Psychology/Business  $1622

Donate Here:
www.psuchesco.com/membership

CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP AT 
PENN STATE BRANDYWINE
Date of Endowment: 2015

The purpose of this scholarship 
shall be to provide recognition and 
financial assistance to outstanding 
undergraduate students from Chester 
County, PA enrolled at Penn state 
Brandywine who have a demonstrated 
need for funds to meet their necessary 
college expenses. Consideration for 
this scholarship shall be given to full-
time undergraduate students enrolled 
at Penn State Brandywine whose 
home address of record is in Chester 
County, PA; who have achieved 
outstanding academic records; 
who have a demonstrated financial 
need; and who have demonstrated 
service the community or to Penn 
State Brandywine. Recipients of this 
scholarship shall be selected by the 
Penn State Brandywine Scholarship 
Committee.

2017-18 Student Beneficiary
Allyson P., ’18  
majoring in Psychology $2423

Donate Here:
www.psuchesco.com/membership

CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER 
OPEN DOORS SCHOLARSHIP
Date of Endowment: 2018

Consideration for scholarships shall 
be given to undergraduate students 
enrolled or planning to enroll at 
Penn State University who are 
participating in RaiseMe, the Pathway 
to Success Summer Start Program 
(PaSSS), the Student Transitional 

Experiences Program (STEP), 
Complete Penn State, or Smart Track 
to Success, or successor or additional 
programs created by the University 
under its Access and Affordability 
programs initiative which provide 
undergraduate scholarships.

www.psuchesco.com/membership
(Link on website coming soon)

CHESTER COUNTY CHAPTER 
ENDOWMENT FOR CULTURAL 
ARTS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS 
AT PENN STATE GREAT VALLEY
Date of Endowment: 2012

The purpose of this endowment shall 
be to provide support for cultural 
and community events held on the 
campus of Penn State Great Valley.

Donate Here:
www.psuchesco.com/membership

Our Chapter would love to increase 
these endowments so we can provide 
more scholarships awarded to more 
Penn State students. Please consider 
making a TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
donation to these Endowments by 
purchasing raffle tickets, which benefit 
our Scholarship Fund and/or donating 
directly to our Scholarship Funds using 
the links provided. Thank you for your 
support of Penn State students.

NEW THIS YEAR!
DONATE TO SCHOLARSHIP 

ENDOWMENTS
DIRECTLY ONLINE ONLY.

NO CHECKS!

FOOTBALL RAFFLE TICKET
$5 per raffle ticket

NAME: 

EMAIL: 

PHONE: 

www.psuchesco.com/events-and-activities
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GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY

THON
In February we gathered at Locust Lane Craft Brewery to watch the Final 
Four Hours of THON. The atmosphere was just as hopeful as in the Bryce 
Jordan Center. Through our Change Challenge, Donation Cans, and a 
portion Locust Lane's proceeds from the watch party we raised over $700 
FTK! We hope to expand on this effort with the creation of our THON 
Committee this year. If you have not signed up yet and are interested 
contact Heather at chapternews@psuchesco.com.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
Wreaths Across America’s mission is to honor our nation’s fallen 
veterans by holding a ceremony where wreaths are placed on their 
graves while their names are read each December. The Chapter has 
partnered with Wreaths Across America to help sponsor wreaths 
for the ceremony at two local cemeteries; one in Oxford and one in 
Paoli. Our goal is to sponsor 100 wreaths. Please visit our Chapter 
page at  https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/142493/
Overview/?relatedId=42699 to sponsor a wreath at either the Paoli or 
Oxford cemeteries. You can also volunteer for the wreath laying ceremonies held at 
each site.

PENN STATE BRANDYWINE CUB-BOARD
The Penn State Brandywine Student Government Association has started the CUB-
board project. The CUB-board is designed to combat food insecurity on a short-term 
basis for Brandywine students by providing a variety of non-perishable food items 
and basic necessities. The Chapter supports the student's efforts by collecting non-
perishable food items at our TV Tailgates that are delivered to the Brandywine Campus 
and used in the CUB-board.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Our Penn State Alumni volunteer at Habitat for Humanity’s Coatesville site on Community Lane to help construct 
affordable housing for low-income Chester County residents. Our Saturday volunteers watched a 10-minute orientation 
video followed by the site supervisor giving us detailed drywall installation instructions. Beginning in the garage we 
became drywall experts and then did the upstairs bedrooms of this new home 
under construction. We all enjoyed a group lunch in the Habitat construction 
trailer and felt good at the end of the day as we learned about home construction 
techniques and worked side by side with the family who would become future 
owners of this new home.

CRADLES TO CRAYONS
Our alumni volunteered at the Cradles to Crayons warehouse in Conshohocken 
to help children living in low income and homeless situations. Cradles to 
Crayons works with social service agencies and social workers to match needy 
children in the greater Philadelphia area with clothing, shoes and various 
school supplies. Volunteers work in pairs at the warehouse to put together 
packages of supplies for these needy children ranging in age from birth to 
age 18. Items are arranged in bins and labeled by age and gender. Photos of 
the recipient children and their social workers are posted on the wall of the 
administrative area in this warehouse so that volunteers have the opportunity 
to see the children we are helping.

PLEASE NOTE: 
This will be the last year we 

will be accepting checks 
for membership payments 
via USPS. Our Chapter will 
be going paperless after 

the 2018 newsletter due to 
mailing and printing costs. 
We encourage all alumni 

to purchase a membership, 
make a donation to our 

scholarship endowments 
and register for our Chapter 

events via our website at 
www.psuchesco.com.

Last Name      First Name    

Street Address

City        State    Zipcode

Email            Graduation Year

Home Phone       Cell Phone

BECOME A MEMBER 
AND/OR DONATE 

ONLINE!

SELECT ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING:

❏ ANNUAL MEMBER    
 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $15 PER HOUSEHOLD  $ 
 Members will be able to pay with a credit card online at www.psuchesco.com/membership.
 There will be a small processing fee of $1.93 added to the total.

❏ 2018 GRADUATE MEMBERSHIP FREE!
 Register online at www.psuchesco.com/membership and click on “Join the Chapter” box.

❏ DONATE TO CHAPTER GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND $ 
 Donate online at www.psuchesco.com/events-and-activities.

❏ PURCHASE SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE TICKET 
 $5 A TICKET  #  OF TICKETS   TOTAL: $ 
 Complete scholarship raffle tickets on page 9

❏ PURCHASE FOOTBALL RAFFLE TICKET 
 $5 A TICKET  #  OF TICKETS   TOTAL: $ 
 Complete football raffle tickets on page 9

NEW FOR 2018!
FOR CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT DONATIONS PLEASE SEE PAGE 8 

FOR FOOTBALL AND SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE TICKETS PLEASE SEE PAGE 9

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP AND  
DONATION FORM

Please fill out form and mail it along with your payment to:  
30 E. Swedesford Rd., Malvern, PA 19355

Make checks payable to CCC-PSAA
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 MORE WAYS TO GET 
CONNECTED WITH 

THE CHAPTER

Visit our website, 
psuchesco.com, to subscribe to  

the Chapter's email updates to be 
made aware of upcoming Chapter 

events and activities as well as other 
Penn State related information.

Email us at info@psuchesco.com  
to Volunteer for a committee or 

suggest program ideas.

Update your Alumni Association 
information by going to 

alumni.psu.edu

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHAPTER MEETINGS
Every 2nd Monday of each month

(Chapter Members only)
7:00PM at Krapf Alumni House 

Penn State Great Valley Campus 
30 E Swedesford Rd 
Malvern, PA 19355

STUDENT SENDOFF PICNIC
Sunday, August 12, 2018

1:00PM at East Goshen Township Park's 
Veteran's Pavilion

FOOTBALL RAFFLE DRAWING
Monday, August 20, 2018

See Page 9

FOOTBALL BUS TRIPS 
See Page 5

NYC BUS TRIP
Saturday, December 1, 2018

See Page 5

CHAPTER VOLUNTEER 
AWARDS DINNER &  

SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE DRAWING
Monday, December 10, 2018

General Warren Inne
Malvern, PA 19355

/psuchesco

@psuchesco

psuchesco

Penn State Alumni Association  
- Chester County Chapter

https://www.facebook.com/psuchesco/
https://twitter.com/psuchesco
https://www.instagram.com/psuchesco/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8606987/profile



